Teacher’s notes for suggested lessons prior to your visit from History in Brass.

Lesson 1: Researching Brasses

Aim

This lesson is a basic outline that can be planned at an appropriate level for children across Key stage 1, 2 and 3. It can be used as an activity prior to the pupil’s visit from History in Brass and will help the children to focus their attentions on what they would like to learn from the History in Brass team. The formulation of increasingly complex questions is a key skill to develop within the history curriculum and one that is vital when learning through the use of historical evidence such as the brass memorials found in our ancient English churches. The History in Brass team will be able to answer many of your pupils’ questions during the course of the day.
Introduction

We recommend the following introduction activity:

· Discuss why questioning is so important in the gathering of historical evidence.
· If possible view the appropriate web pages for your topic from our website:  www.historyinbrass.co.uk 
· Teach/ revise the formulation of questions.
· Share some good examples of pertinent questions from the class.

Main activity

Using the sheet provided pupils can write their own differentiated number of questions on each scroll.  

Plenary
Each child can then choose one or two of their questions that they could focus on during your school’s visit. (We try to answer as many questions as possible but of course this is dependant on the group size.)
Lesson 2: All about brass memorials
Introduction

Discuss any prior knowledge of brasses that the children may have. If possible view the appropriate web pages for your topic from our website:  www.historyinbrass.co.uk and discuss the images of brasses on the site.

Main activity
Worksheet: All about brass memorials

Plenary

Share answers and ideas as a class.
